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Council History – The North Dakota State Council on Developmental Disabilities was 

established by state statue in 1979 under chapter 25-01-01.1 of the North Dakota Century Code in order to administer the federal Developmental Disabilities Basic State Grant Program.  In addition to naming the North Dakota Department of Human Services (DHS) as the Council’s designated state agenda (DSA) for administrative support purposes, the statute also identifies the Council’s responsibilities. 
Council Membership – The Council consists of 19 members appointed by the Governor for 
terms lasting four years.  At least 60 percent of the members are persons with developmental disabilities (DD) or are the parents, guardians or immediate relatives of an individual with a developmental disability.  In addition, the remaining 40 percent of the members represent state agencies such as the State Developmental Center, Job Service, Human Services, Department of Health, Department of Public Instruction, the University Center for Excellence and Protection and Advocacy.
Council Staff – The Council’s staff consists of 1.0 full time equivalent (FTE) Executive Director and a Program Assistant(Self-advocacy and leadership development and marketing/media). 

Mission -
The Council advocates for policy changes that promote choice, independence, productivity and inclusion for all North Dakotans with developmental disabilities.  The Council provides funding for and supports projects and activities that maximize opportunities in these areas for consumers and families.

Objectives - To achieve this mission, the Council has established the following four objectives:

(
Assist and facilitate employment opportunities for persons with D.D.

(
Facilitate community integration and inclusion of persons with D.D.

(
Promote prevention of disabilities and minimization of their impact.

(
Facilitate empowerment of persons with D.D. and their families to access 

needed services and supports.
NDSCDD Functions - Generally, the NDSCDD serves in a planning and advisory capacity to state policymakers and agencies such as the Department of Human Services relative to programs and services for persons with developmental disabilities.  Statutory functions of the NDSCDD are identified in Chapter 25-01-01.1 of the North Dakota Century Code as follows:

(
Assist in the development of the state plan for developmental disabilities;

(
Monitor and evaluate the implementation of the state plan;

(
Review and comment on all state plans in the state which relate to programs affecting persons with disabilities;

(
Perform studies and surveys of the needs of persons with developmental disabilities in North Dakota.

(
Facilitate coordination of the activities of all state departments, divisions, agencies and institutions having responsibilities in the field of developmental disabilities.

Federal Developmental Disabilities Act (P.L. 106-402) - The NDSCDD also administers the federal Developmental Disabilities Basic State Grant Program under P.L. 106-402 in North Dakota.  This program:

( Requires the creation and maintenance of a state council (NDSCDD);

(
Requires the NDSCDD to prepare and submit a five year state plan with annual updates for federal approval;

(
Provides an annual federal allocation of approximately $450,000-$460,000 to support state council operations, planning and project activity;

(
Requires that Council planning and project activities promote self-determination,  independence, productivity, integration and inclusion for persons with developmental disabilities.

(
Requires that a minimum of 70% of the state's annual allocation be expended for project activities in Council-selected areas of emphasis.  
What are Developmental Disabilities? - A developmental disability is a severe, chronic disability that begins any time from birth through age 21 and is expected to last for a lifetime.  Developmental disabilities may be cognitive, physical, or a combination of both.  While not always visible, these disabilities can result in serious limitations in everyday activities of life, including self-care, communication, learning, mobility, or being able to work or live independently.  Such disabilities are almost sure to result in a lifetime of dependence on publicly funded services, unless families receive sufficient support, children receive appropriate education, and adults receive appropriate services that enable them to live and work in their communities.
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